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bility in the conjecture that motives of the same sort may
have   led   the   ecclesiastical   authorities   to   assimilate   the
Easter festival of the death and resurrection of their Lord
to  the  festival of the  death  and resurrection  of another
Asiatic god which fell at the same season.    Now the Easter
rites still observed in Greece, Sicily, and Southern Italy bear
in  some  respects  a  striking   resemblance to  the  rites of
Adonis, and I have suggested that the Church may have
consciously adapted the new festival to its heathen prede-
cessor for the sake of winning souls to Christ.1    But this
adaptation   probably   took   place   in   the   Greek - speaking
rather than   in  the   Latin-speaking  parts  of the   ancient
world ; for the worship of Adonis, while it flourished among
the Greeks, appears to have made little impression on Rome
and the West.2    Certainly it never formed part of the official
Roman religion.    The place which it might have taken in
the affections of the vulgar was already occupied by the
similar but more barbarous worship of Attis and the Great
Mother.    Now the  death  and  resurrection  of Attis  were
officially  celebrated  at  Rome  on  the   twenty-fourth   and
twenty-fifth  of March,3  the latter being  regarded  as the
spring equinox,4 and therefore as the most appropriate day
for the revival of a god of vegetation who had been dead
or sleeping throughout the winter.     But according to an
ancient   and  widespread  tradition   Christ  suffered  on  the
twenty-fifth   of March,   and  accordingly  some   Christians
regularly celebrated the Crucifixion  on  that  day without
any regard to the state of the moon.    This  custom was
certainly observed in Phrygia, Cappadocia, and Gaul, and
there seem to be grounds for thinking that at one time it
was   followed also  in Rome.5    Thus  the  tradition   which

death of Christ fell on the twenty-fifth
of March is mentioned and apparently
accepted by Augustine (De Trinitatc^
iv. 9, Migne's Patrologia Latina, xlii.
894)-

1 See above, pp. 253 sqq.

* However, the lament for Adonis
is mentioned by Ovid (Ars Amat. i.
75 sg.) along with the Jewish observ-
ance of the Sabbath.

3 See above, pp. 268 sqq.

* Columella, De re rustica, ix. 14. I;
Pliny, Nat. Hist, xviii. 246 j Macro-
bins, Saturn. i. 21. 10; L. Ideler,
Handbuck der mathtmatischcn und
technisckm Chronologic, ii. 124.
6 Mgr. L. Duchesne, Origines du
C-ulte Chriticn? pp. 262 sq. That
Christ was crucified on the twenty-
fifth of March in the year 29 is ex-
pressly affirmed by Tertullian (Advcrsus
Judaeos, 8, vol. ii. p. 719, ed. F.